THINKING DRIVER - TAILGATE TOPICS & TIPS
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“it’s all about arttitude!”

Tailgate Topics & Tips
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Your eyes are your first line of defense,

but if your vision is obstructed by poor visibility
through your windshield or mirrors,

you are facing a serious handicap to defensive driving.

The Question for This Meeting:
What can cause problems with vision through the windshield or mirrors?

Tailgate Responses:

m Dirt on the outside of the windshield or on the mirror

m Snow, ice or frost on the outside (and/or inside) of the windshield or on the mirrors

m Condensation

m Smudging from wiping with a dirty cloth or hands inside (this can cause real problems with glare when the sun
is low on the horizon)

m Cracks in the windshield or mirror (or broken pieces missing from a mirror)

m Poorly adjusted mirrors

KA B BhRGET BEHERSE If you can't see properly, you will not be able to avoid

problems, so when you do your walk around, circle
check or pre-trip inspection, make sure to check the

windshield and mirrors.
Tallgate Tips:

. If it's cold, warm the vehicle to thaw the windshield and melt the ice or snow

2. Remove any excess snow with a brush or broom (keep one handy in the vehicle)

3. Use a squeegee on the outside windows when fueling up to keep them clean. While you are at it, clean
your headlight & turn signal lenses

. Periodically wash the inside of the windshield to remove dust, dirt and smudging

. Keep your windshield washer reservoir full and either top it up regularly or keep a spare jug in the vehicle.
This is really important in winter when road spray from the melting snow can require frequent use

6. Clean and adjust your mirrors so that the blind spots are minimized. (You should only see the side of your own

vehicle in them if you tilt your head a bit to the side.)
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If you can't see the hazard, you will not be able to deal with it. Give yourself the best chance to avoid the
other guy by keeping your windshield and mirrors in great shape!
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